
W h a t  i s  P a c k s a d d l e ?
Packsaddle is an annual fundraising exhibition for, and 
held at, the New England Regional Art Museum (NERAM) in 
Armidale. It started 34 years ago when a group of friends, 
who met once a month to paint, draw or just criticise each 
other’s work, got together to open a cooperative gallery, for 
local artists to exhibit but also to show major artists from 
other centres.

They found it very demanding, but greatly rewarding, also 
nerve wracking, especially before each opening, wondering 
if anyone would turn up. They always did and they made 
‘The Gallery Image’ a success. However after a couple of 
years they came to believe what they had originally been 
told - “Armidale could not support a full-time commercial 
gallery for more than two years”.   

The group had made so many important contacts with 
artists, it seemed a shame to waste all their efforts and so they 
decided to hold one or two exhibitions a year to raise funds 
for NERAM.  They held an exhibition at ‘Packsaddle’, a small 
house on North Hill, Armidale, the home of Beverley and 
Owen Wright.  The Wrights called their house ‘Packsaddle’ 
because the roofline reminded them of a saddle. 

The exhibition was a sell out!  They held another that year 
- again small - but also a sell out. They then moved the ever-
growing exhibition to the Town Hall, but were not allowed 
to put nails in the wall. Then Joe Eisenberg offered them a 
home at NERAM and they expanded from one gallery to two.  
The exhibition has been held every year (with the exception 
of 2008) and has raised well in excess of half a million dollars.
   

N E R A M  a n d  P a c k s a d d l e
Each year the Packsaddle Fundraising Exhibition exhibits in 
excess of 200 art works and prints for two weeks, (usually 
around the October/November period) and is one of the 
biggest selling exhibitions in regional NSW.  

The exhibition comprises a diverse range of prints, paintings, 
ceramics and sculptures from nationally renowned artists, 
hung alongside young and emerging artists, with works 
contributed by major Sydney galleries and individual artists. 

The Packsaddlers work to provide funds for acquisitions 
to add to the NERAM Collections and have donated more 
than 50 paintings and sculptures by nationally recognised 
artists such as Angus Nivison, Christopher Hodges, Suzanne 
Archer, David Fairbairn, Marea Gazzard and Denese Oates.  

More than three million dollars worth of artworks over the 
past thirty years have been sold at the Packsaddle Exhibition.  
The continued success of this annual art exhibition relies 
not only on the quality of the works on sale, but on the 
individuals and the relationships that the Packsaddlers have 
built within the regional art buying community and the 
galleries and artists who support them.

The consistently high standard of work on show in the 
exhibitions has meant that Packsaddle has grown into an 
exhibition that attracts a large audience of collectors and 
art lovers.
   

A i m s  o f  P a c k s a d d l e
The Packsaddlers aim to support NERAM in a number of 
ways.  Uniquely, they provide funds for the acquisition of 
works by contemporary artists to the NERAM collection, so 
that the famous Hinton and Coventry Collections do not 
become isolated historical examples of their time but are 
the cornerstones of a vibrant on-going celebration of the 
best of Australian art. 

Packsaddle has also funded improved hanging systems, 
scaffolding, solandah boxes, conservation of artworks, 
purchases of IT equipment and  a printing press. They also 
provided funds for a lighting audit and a new lighting 
system (close to $40,000).  

In the mid nineties they funded the Artists Studio in the 
new extension at NERAM. The Packsaddle Studio now  
provides a space for regular community art classes,  
seminars and workshops, and the attached residential flat 
provides accommodation for Artists in Residence.

In 2012 Packsaddle initiated the acquisition of Margaret 
Olley’s the Yellow Room Triptych and contributed $80,000 
to the fund-raising, which secured a major artwork and 
cemented a strong relationship with the Olley Trust. 

The make up of the Packsaddle group has changed over 
the years; with new volunteers coming on board.  However 
Packsaddlers all believe that they have an important role 
in educating and enthusing the public of the New England 
by introducing them to the artworks of established and 
emerging Australian artists. 
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